
NEW

‘More than three hundred illustrations from these rich archives have been selected for this book.
Mark Griffiths has prepared a stimulating text to accompany them. It is a pleasure to welcome
this new look at orchid paintings preserved in the Royal Horticultural Society’s collections, 
published now for everyone to enjoy.’

– From the foreword by Joyce Stewart, president of the World Orchid Conference Trust

Drawn from the archives of The Royal Horticultural Society, chosen for their historical impor-
tance, scientific accuracy and aesthetic value, the best of the Lindley Library’s many thousands 
of orchid images ensure that Orchids, is the ultimate pictorial history of the most glamorous
flower of all. The book explores the history of the orchid through the centuries. The story of the
orchid fever – from the discovery of orchid species in their natural habitat to their introduction
and early cultivation in some of the most fashionable greenhouses of the 19th century. The story
of orchid propagation over the past 150 years, showcasing the prize winning hybrids awarded by
the Royal Horticultural Society since 1865. The book concludes with comprehensive biographies
of artists, adventurers, botanists and orchid cultivators.
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ORCHIDS is now available in a pocket-sized mini edition priced at just £9.99. It is the 
perfect gift for growers and gardeners as well as all those people who are fascinated by the

beauty and sensuality of this extraordinary flower. 


